University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for New Course
	1.  Is this course being proposed for Liberal Studies designation?      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
         No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	      If yes, route completed form to Liberal Studies.
	

	
	

	2. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2008, Summer 2008)
	Fall 2007

	      See effective dates schedule.

	

	3. College
	SBS
	                        4. Academic Unit
	POS

	

	5. Course subject/catalog number
	POS 456
	                             6. Units
	3

	

	7. Co-convened with
	     
	
	7a. Date approved by UGC
	     

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented.)



	8. Cross-listed with
	     

	     (Please submit a single cross-listed syllabus that will be used for all cross-listed courses.)


	9. Long course title
	Topics in Global Environmental Politics

	    (max 100 characters including spaces)

	

	10. Short course title (max. 30 characters including spaces)
	Global Enviro Politics

	

	11. Catalog course description (max. 30 words, excluding requisites).

 This course examines global environmental politics from an international and comparative perspective.  The main objective is to orient students to the major issues, theoretical frameworks, institutions and actors involved in GEP. May be repeated for up to 6 hours of credit with different content.


	12. Grading option:         Letter grade
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	   Pass/Fail
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  or Both
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	     (If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	13.  Is this a topics course?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	14. May course be repeated for additional units? 
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	      a. If yes, maximum units allowed?
	6
	

	      b. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units in the same term? (ex. PES 100)
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      
	      no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	

	15.  Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	                        Lecture w/0 unit embedded lab    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lecture only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lab only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	                        Seminar  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Field Studies   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Independent Study    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 Activity      FORMCHECKBOX 
        
	      Supervision   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	

	

	16. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	     

	

	17. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	     

	18. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (If course has pre or co requisite, skip to question 19): 

	

	
	instructor consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	department consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no consent   FORMCHECKBOX 



	19. Is the course needed for a plan of study (major, minor, certificate)?              yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	           no         
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	             Name of new plan?   
	     

	            Note:  A new plan or plan change form must be submitted with this request.

	

	20. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?     yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	                           

	     

	     

	     

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department whose course is listed above.

	

	21. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units, or enrollment?                yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	         no                                       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	

	22. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?    yes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	        no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	     
	

	23. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved 
      university format). 
      The Department of Political Science has a known emphasis in environmental politics. To date, all of our environmental politics courses have been primarily domestic in nature, while international environmental issues have been addressed in a range of international affairs courses.  A recent seven year review of the department suggested we drop 1-2 of our existing environmental courses, and add a course in Global Environmental Politics.  In addition, we hired a new Assistant Professor with a specialty in global environmental politics.  With this addition, we now have the broad expertise of numerous faculty to offer a course on Global Environmental Politics on a regular basis.


	

	24. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	Geeta Chowdhry, Sheila Nair, Lori Poloni-Staudinger, Carol Thompson
	

	

	25. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied?      

	

	26. Will present library holdings support this course?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	            no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	If the course being submitted for approval is NOT a LIBERAL STUDIES course, please go to step 42.

                                                        LIBERAL STUDIES ONLY
Contact name:                                                        Contact email:       
Dept. Chair name:                                                  Dept. Chair email:      
College Contact name :                                           College Contact email:      
27.  This course is a      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Single section                            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Multi-section

28.  List names of faculty who may teach this course:       
29.  Section enrollment cap:       
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new LIBERAL STUDIES course, please complete questions 30-33.
OR
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING course, please complete questions 37-38.

OR

If this course is being submitted for approval as a new SENIOR CAPSTONE course, please complete questions 39-41.

NEW LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE
30.  Thematic Focus (check all that apply):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Environmental Consciousness   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Technology and Its Impact   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Valuing the Diversity of Human Experience   FORMCHECKBOX 

31.  Distribution Block  (check one):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
           Cultural Understanding   FORMCHECKBOX 
              Lab Science   FORMCHECKBOX 

       Science/Applied Science   FORMCHECKBOX 
            Social and Political Worlds   FORMCHECKBOX 

32. Skills (check two):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
     Creative Thinking   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Critical Reading   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Oral Communication   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Writing   FORMCHECKBOX 

     Critical Thinking  FORMCHECKBOX 

     Ethical Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Quantitative/Spatial Analysis   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Scientific Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Use of Technology   FORMCHECKBOX 

33.  Is this a topics course?    Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
          No    FORMCHECKBOX 

     If YES, please complete questions 34-36.     If NO, please go to question 42.

TOPICS COURSE ONLY
34.  Identify the Student Learning Outcomes that will be found in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.       
35.  Explain by what method(s) Student Learning Outcomes will be assessed in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.      
            
36.  Please attach an example of a Topic Syllabus offered under this course number.

GO TO question 42


NEW JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING COURSE (refer to question 19)
37.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?             


38.  Do you intend to offer ABC 300 and ABC 300W?   yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
         no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 300.

GO TO question 42

NEW SENIOR CAPSTONE COURSE (refer to question 19)
39.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?       
40.  Does this proposal replace or modify an existing course or experience?  yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
        no  FORMCHECKBOX 

       If yes, which course(s)?       
41.  Do you intend to offer ABC 400 and ABC 400C?   yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
       no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 400.
	42. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	


	For Committees use only

	

	For Liberal Studies Committee                                                                                                                                     Date


	

	Action taken:

	                          _____________________    Approved as submitted                                                   ___________________________  Approved as modified

	


	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date


	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified


College of Social and Behavioral Science

Department of Political Science

POS 456:  Global Environmental Politics

3 Credit Hours

Lori Poloni-Staudinger

Office:  201 SBS 

Office Hours:  Thursdays 11-1 and by appointment
Phone:  523-6546    Email:  lmp75@nau.edu

Objectives:

This course examines environmental politics from an international and comparative perspective.  The main objective of this course is to orient students to the major issues, theoretical frameworks, institutions and actors involved in global environmental politics.  To that end, we will examine the basic assumptions and insights of different approaches to understanding global environmental politics.  In addition, we will see if these approaches are useful for understanding current cases or issues in the field.  In particular, by the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Discuss the concept of the environment as a political issue in the global arena and identify the discourses surrounding global environmental politics

· Identify the history of global environmental politics
· Learn about the methods used to study global environmental politics
· Learn about the actors involved in global environmental politics and evaluate and use theories to explore their activities

· Identify the concept of environmental regimes and apply this to particular cases

· Learn about the interplay between the environment and national security

· Discuss the linkages between trade and the environment, the ecological modernization approach, and the concept of sustainable development

· Discuss key global environmental agreements and evaluate the reasons for success or failure of these agreements

· Identify the major international governing bodies with jurisdiction over environmental issues and evaluate the role they play in international environmental governance

The first part of the course will be spent examining the major actors and issues facing global environmental politics.  We will ask questions such as what is environmental politics, how do we study global environmental politics, who are the major actors in the international arena, what international institutions are involved in global environmental politics, how do we reconcile a capitalistic economy and global environmental protection, and how does the environment intersect with foreign policy and national security.  The second half of the class (after the midterm) will be spent examining specific environmental regimes.  We will begin this section by understanding theoretically what an environmental regime is, how we approach them, and how to evaluate their effectiveness.  We will then examine specific cases of environmental regimes such as transboundary air pollution, ozone depletion, climate change, and species and biodiversity regimes.  

Course Readings:

Two textbooks are required for this class and can be found in the NAU bookstore.  

1. Michele Betsill, Kathryn Hochstetler and Dimitris Stevis, International Environmental Politics.  New York:  Palgrave Macmillian, 2006.  

      ISBN:  1-4039-3513-0 (hereafter as BHS)

2. Pamela S. Chasek, Janet Welsh Brown, and David Leonard Downie Global Environmental Politics (Dilemmas in World Politics), 4th edition.  Cambridge, MA:  Westview Press, 2006. ISBN:  0813343321 (hereafter as CBD)
In addition, several reserve readings will be required throughout the semester.  These readings can be accessed in our class shell in Vista.  You will need to go to the Course Content page and then access the folder called “Reserve Readings”.  

This means that every student in the class must have a Dana username and password and be able to access Vista.  If you are unsure how to do this, please make an appointment the first week of class.

Format:

This class will consist of a mix of lectures and guided discussions.  It is imperative that you come to class having done the reading and prepared the assignments.  It is also imperative that you come to class ready to engage and discuss the material.

Course Grading:

You will be assessed in this class in several different ways as listed and described below.

20% of your overall grade is based on weekly précis written on the readings.
15% of your overall grade is based on class participation.

20% of your overall grade is based on a research paper.

5 % of your overall grade is based on presentation of your research papers.

20% of your overall grade is based on the midterm exam.

20% of your overall grade is based on the final exam.

There are no extra credit assignments available in this course.

Students are entitled to an explanation of their grades.  If you wish to challenge any of the grades you receive, you must write me a memo explaining why you are challenging the grade.  You must also wait 24 hours after receiving your grade before you submit the written challenge.  I WILL NOT consider changing any grades without a written request to do so, nor will I consider requests prior to 24 hours after assignments have been returned.

Weekly Précis:

We will generally cover a new topic each week.  This class meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  On Tuesdays, I will generally provide an overview of the topic for the week; therefore, Tuesdays will mostly be occupied by lectures.  On Thursdays, we will run the class in a seminar format.  In order for our seminar discussions to have some structure, you will need to come to class on Thursdays having prepared a précis on the readings for the week.  Your précis should be organized according to the following format:  

Name:

Bibliographic citation of reading(s):

Purpose:  In this section explain why the author(s) wrote the piece(s).  What is the purpose of the piece(s)?  What is the author(s) trying to achieve in this work?

Method:  What method does the author(s) use to achieve his/her purpose?

Findings:  What are the major findings?

Evaluation:  What did you think about this work?  What are the major strengths and weaknesses of the piece(s) as you see them?  Do you find any connections between this piece and others we have read?  Any contradictions?

Your précis should be one page single-spaced, 12 point font, with one inch margins.  The findings and evaluations should comprise the bulk of your work.  As there are several readings required for each week, your précis should provide a synthesis of the works rather than be a book review of each piece.  

Class Participation:

The seminar format that we will use will require substantial participation by the members of the class.  This format will not work if students do not come to class prepared to discuss the readings and topics each Thursday.  To facilitate the seminar discussions, we will have discussion leaders each Thursday.  The discussion leaders will share with the class the contents of their précis.  The majority of this discussion should focus on the findings and evaluations of the author(s).  In addition, I will post “thought questions” each Tuesday afternoon under the Discussion tab on Vista.  I would like you to respond to these postings by Wednesday at 5pm.  We will integrate comments into our Thursday discussions.

Please keep in mind that it is the QUALITY of class participation that is important as distinguished from the QUANTITY of class participation.

Research Paper:

You will be required to undertake a research project in this class.  The topic can be one entirely of your own choosing.  The only restriction on the topic is that it must be of relevance to this course, i.e., it must cover a topic of relevance to international or comparative environmental politics. Specifications for the research paper can be found below:

· Your research paper will need to be 10-15 pages, typed, double-spaced with 12 point Times New Roman font and 1-inch margins.

· You will need to use AT LEAST 20 sources for this project.  Of these, AT LEAST 10 need peer-reviewed sources.

· You will need to have topics approved and a list of 10 sources by March 1.  

· You must properly cite in your paper in either MLA or APA format.

· You will be graded based upon paper organization, development of an argument or thesis, integration and evaluation of sources, and grammar.

· Papers will be due at the beginning of class on April 26, 2007.

We can all learn from each other’s work.  This is why we will be presenting the results of our research in class at the end of the semester.  Every student will need to prepare a 10 minute presentation of their work.  Dates for presentations will be assigned in class.  

Exams:

There will be two exams in this class.  The midterm will cover material from the beginning of the semester up until the midterm, and the final will cover material from the midterm through the final.  In other words, the final is non-cumulative.  The exams will comprise a mix of identification questions, multiple choice and short essay.

Grades:

I grade using a standard percentage scale.  I do not curve, nor do I incorporate any extra credit:

A=89.5-100%

B=79.5-89.4%

C=69.5-79.4%

D=59.5-69.4%

F=59.4% and below

Course Policies:

Please review university policies found at the end of this syllabus.  
Re-tests or make-ups:  Make-ups or re-tests are not allowed as a general rule.  Exceptions will be made only under cases of extreme medical or personal emergency, and documentation will be required.
Class respect:  Discussion is an integral part of this class.  Your opinions will differ.  I expect that you will RESPECTFULLY disagree with each other.  I expect that we will maintain an open environment where a diversity of opinions will be welcome and discussed.  Personal attacks will not be tolerated and can potentially result in lowering your final grade.  

Cheating:  If you are caught cheating in this class, you will fail the class.  This includes plagiarism in all written work in this class.  You must properly cite your sources on your paper, and we will discuss how to do this in class.  While technology enables you to more easily pass off other’s work as your own, it also enables me to have more resources in identifying these issues.

Attendance:  I will not formally take attendance in class.  That said, it will be difficult to earn credit for class participation if you are not there to participate.  It has also been my experience that performance in class is correlated with attendance in class.
Schedule:  

I reserve the right to modify schedule and change or add readings as needed

1/16:  Course introduction 

1/18: The Global Environment as a Political Issue


Reading:  John Dryzek.  2005.  The Politics of the Earth.  Chapter 1.  On reserve



      BHS Chapter 5



      CBD pp. 1-11

1/23:  
The Global Environment as a Political Issue

1/25:    The Global Environment as a Political Issue (précis due)

1/30:   History of International Environmental Politics


Reading:  BHS Chapter 5

2/1:     History of International Environmental Politics (précis due)

2/6:     How do we study Global Environmental Politics?


Reading:  BHS Chapter 3

      BHS Chapter 4

2/8:    
How do we study Global Environmental Politics? (précis due)

2/13:  
Actors in the Global Environmental Arena


Reading:  BHS Chapter 7



      Russell Dalton.  1994.  The Green Rainbow, Chapter 4.  On reserve



      CBD Chapter 2

Paul Wapner  “Politics Beyond the State:  Environmental Activism      and World Civic Politics  (on reserve)

2/15:   Actors in the Global Environmental Arena (précis due)

2/20:   Institutions involved in International Environmental Policy and Enforcement


Readings:  BHS Chapter 9

Marvin Soroos “Global Institutions and the Environment:  An Evolutionary Perspective” (on reserve)

Do We Need a World Environmental Organization?”  online at:  http://www.law.harvard.edu/academics/graduate/cwe/chayes/enviro.html

2/22:  Institutions involved in International Environmental Policy and Enforcement (précis due)

2/27:  The environment and national security



Readings:  BHS Chapter 8

Thomas Homer-Dixon “Environmental Scarcities and Violent Conflict:  Evidence from Cases “ (on reserve)

 Daniel Deudney “The Case against Linking Environmental Degradation and National Security (on reserve)

3/1:  The environment and national security (précis due)

3/6:  International economy and the environment


Readings:   BHS Chapter 6, Chapter 10

Towards Sustainable Development, World Commission on Environment and Development (on reserve)



        Garrett Hardin “The tragedy of the Commons” (on reserve)



         Susan Buck “No tragedy of the Commons” (on reserve)

3/8:  International economy and the environment (2 précis—one on sustainability, one on commons)

3/13:  Review for Midterm

3/15:  Midterm Exam

3/20, 3/22:  SPRING BREAK

3/27:  Development of Environmental Regimes (theoretical overview)


Readings:  CBD Chapter 1, pp.16-40



        BHS Chapter11


Ronald Mitchell.  2002.  “A quantitative approach to evaluating                    international environmental regimes.” (on reserve)

3/29:  Development of Environmental Regimes (theoretical overview) (précis due)

4/3:  Transboundary air pollution 


Readings:  CBD Chapter 3, pp. 101-106



       Additional Readings TBA

4/5: Transboundary air pollution (précis due)

4/10:  Ozone Depletion and Climate Change


Readings:  CBD Chapter 3, pp. 106-128



       Additional Readings TBA



4/12:  Ozone Depletion and Climate Change (précis due)

4/17:  Species conservation and biodiversity



Readings:  CBD chapter 3 143-175



       Additional Readings TBA

4/19:  Species conservation and biodiversity (précis due)

4/24:  Summing it all up.  Where do we go from here?


Readings:  BHS Chapter 13

4/26:  PAPERS DUE 


Presentations

5/1:  Presentations

5/3:  Presentations

Final Exam 7:30am-9:30am Tuesday, May 18th
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